“Word of Life” Church in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

Who is Word of Life?


Word of Life is an evangelical congregation of about 200 people that began in 1998 from the group of five people and for the first year church grows up to 70 people. It’s currently has 22 cell groups and discipleship program. 70% of the congregation is young people, students, under 25 year and 20% are old people. In addition, it has planted one daughter church in other city of Kyrgyzstan - Karakol in 2004. Word of Life is a church strategically located in Bishkek, the Capital of Kyrgyzstan.

Alexander Kim (Sasha) is the Senior Pastor.

Why a building in Kyrgyzstan?


Culture – The domain religions in this part of the world for the last 1000 has been Islam and Russian Orthodox Christianity came more then 100 years ago. Muslim people go to mosques to worship and Russian Orthodox believers worship in temples. According  to both of these religions, the place is holy, not the people. Because of this cultural understandings, religious groups meeting in homes or rented facilities are assumed to be cults. Because it is assumed that people must go to the formal dedicated building to worship God, a church is expected to have its own building. The idea that a church can meet in apartment, school, restaurant or some other type of place is a foreign concept. It takes time to teach the Biblical concept of personal holiness and the church is a body of believers.

Government – The Government of Kyrgyzstan does not allow religious groups to meet in public facilities such as schools, universities, concert halls, or theatres. Each local church is to be registered at a particular address. A church is only allowed by law to meet in the place where it is registered to meet and have a official permission. 


For the eight years of existing, the Word of Life Church has been moving to10 different places for the Sunday services, every time we move to other place we decrease in numbers. For the last four month we had meetings outside, on the open property where only 150 people can fit, other people are able to meet only in homes. 

We also do believe that building in urban area can be strategic and can significantly increase the influence of our church in its city.

What would be the total cost of the building?


Following the construction plan that was drawn by government architect agency, according our needs of worship centre, training rooms, and additional facilities. The total cost of the building will be approximately $550,000. 
· The basement and the foundation - $50,000

· Building up to roof - $400,00

· All communications, electricity, heating system, pluming, etc - $100,000

Counting the great inflation (officially – 7%, but real situation is 15%) that Central Asian Countries has experienced for the last few years,  there is a possibility of increasing the price of the construction, since prices for materials and labor have more then doubled within the last few years and are continuing to increase. 
The hyperinflation means that work will cost significantly more tomorrow then it does today.  
And according the local law we have to start a construction not later then one year after we get the final sign of officials, other way it could be taken away by government. That’s why  we have started to build the foundation at the present time with the money that we have. Word of Life’s members together, including the donation from other individuals and organizations have collected $39,600. 
What role could foreigners play in a building project in Bishkek?


We believe that the Central Asian church’s own members should give sacrificially toward a building project before asking others to help with the project. 
Great blessing that we have a lot of young people and at the same time these people are not with a big income as well as old people. At the present time all members of the church are challenged to make a commitment to invest more money in to this project during next two years. 
If God leads you to join this project playfully or financially, you can contact Pastor Alexander e-mail:  bishkek@eamail.org                                  May God bless you!
